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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD FRANCIS LEVESON GOWER. 

My Lord, Marlborough Street, Dublin, March 10th, 1830. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit for the information of His Excellency the 
following statement of the progress of the Public Works in the Western 
District, during the year 1829. 

The operations this season have been mainly confined to the forwarding of 
the large bridges on the coast road, at the head of Lough Corrib in the glen 
of Errife, and also tliose destroyed by the floods on the line of Erns load. 
Much of the funds from this year’s grant have been expended in the way of repair, 
the extent of road now used, and not delivered up to the Directors General, 
being about 200 miles. 

COUNTY OF MAYO. 

THE north coast road intended to connect Killala with Broadhaven bad been 
suspended for some time ; the bridges were unfinished, and there had occured a 
considerable breach in one place by a mountain torrent, fhe country people 
however had made from their own means temporary passes, so as to take advantage 
of the portion done, and I directed a repair to be given to it this season, so that 
a cart passage is now practicable as far as Baldeng, with the exception of Glen- 
lassera bridge, where they must unload. A considerable increase of culture and 
population has, even in its imperfect state, occurred from this opening and a number 
of good stone houses have been built at Behey, Glenlassera and Belderig. I he 
completing this road, and its connection with the central Erns line at Bealacomg- 
bridge, are much to be desired ; between this last line and the north coast there is 
a district of 35° square miles, highly improvable, without any practicable commu- 
nication but the imperfect new line above-mentioned. It is needless to add, that 
this is now the chief seat of illicit distillation, being indeed the only way in which 
their industry can be applied. 

The Central Erris Road from Castlebar to Blaclcsop Point. 

Of the nine bridges carried away by the torrents in June 1828, two only now- 
remain unfinished, ole of these Beltra is partly done, that at Bonavon is a lespect- 
able work. 

The improvement in agriculture and trade, which I described in my “ 
this line last year, goes on apparently with increasing ago , - At Be 
number of houses is nearly doubled ; three Urge com stores, 0 e L ™o the ^ Brit h 
built up this year, and 1,000 tons of corn 

markets, and drew a considerable poxtion of then last , » t0 ;u; c j t aistil- 

Dunkeigban, where as is well known, it used to be entirely devoted to illicit distil 
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Jiitiou. They complain much of the want of a resident custom house-officer at 
this place, having for every small cargo to bring one from 'Westport, 50 miles, at. 
a considerable expense, besides frequent delay and loss of market. . 

Binghamstown is also improving, the piers there and at Tarmon finished ■ the 
latter much used as a rendezvous for the herring fishery, which set in to a consi 
derable extent this season. 

Newport to and across Achil Island. 

I have this year extended the road from the sound across Achil Island and 
taking advantage of the sound at low water, a light carriage may go as far as" the 
lands of Keem, on the Western Ocean. The convenience to the population is very 
great ; they bring their corn to the shore at Saula or Cashel by the new road an ^ 
thence send it by boat to Westport or Balmullet, or take it on horseback across the 
sound, when it can be done, all along the line to Newport. I have done nothing 
further to the ferry piers, which are now the most necessary improvement. 8 

Road from Westport to Killery Harbour and Conamara. 

This important line has received some further amelioration this season by 
levelling and fencing the old road in places, paving under Errive bridge 8cc 
The completing the parapet walls of that bridge I had to suspend for the “season" 
but carts pass it from the Conamara side into Westport, and corn from the head of 
Lough Corrib is now taken to that market instead of Galway, in which direction 
though the distance is nearly equal, the roads are not so practicable. The mountain 
floods and high tides of last year have done some damage to the western extremity 
of the road, which I have not been able to overtake. ’ 



Clare to Westport. 

This name is given to a portion of road joining the mail-coach line at Ballvnlass 
with the road from Ballmrobe to Westport, and effecting a material improvement 
in the communication between that market and the south east of Mayo. It is 
a great thoroughfare, and having been in use some years, is kept in order bv 
1 moderate contract, as is also that from Ballirnobe to Hollymount. J 



COUNTY OF GALWAY. 

Joyce Country Road from Killery Bay to Cong and Ballmrobe. 

The western end of this line received some damage by a high tide last winter 
and a small bridge has been injured by a mountain torrent ; I lifve not been able to 
overtake these but they are not such as to obstruct the commutation The 
remainder of the line has been kept in general repair, and the partiatmptement 
spoken of m my las Report executed, though some of the contracts 2 S, 
I have set out the junction referred to at the eastern end, and “ \t t iffi." 

Road to Killcerran Bay. 

of L™“b in te la w ep n t,le large f ch “ be “ do-d at the head 
course and ^ filled un^heoM he'd ^ h ® Willls - turncd the ™er into its new 
deep bog, so that it is now pLlke”byTtf ofwWchThe 1 ” 6111 Ms" 1 Tl ^ 
now a good number, and, as I have Zady t rved Ike L ? °/ thls t glen . ,ave 
far as Westport. Lime also, which is only found on tfe sooth ^ “ 

now quarried in larger quantities and V e s °!' th . s de of the nver > 1S 

somewhat injured by high floods but rontin ^ ■ nortl \ Slde - . The road was 

central plain of Conamara 8 The tavellin ff of thp!n X g °° d *? pair ? ver t0 th ® 

for, as far as the shore of CornmncT ti ?• °* Jr e sout hern part , is partly contracted 

The Cemral ifct Eh *° C ° S ‘ dl ° ^ ^ 
been opened in any part. The brid™ s with th d ‘ E b y contract . has not y et 
I have paid the contractor £. 800 out’of the^n, ??. Ce 5 tl0 ? of tw .°> are finished, and 
hand, according to his agreement - but as th ,- p b . Ie f ™. ds ’ retaining one-eighth in 
fulfilling his engagements, I have applied Jo tlTLEE'E n ° P 7 peCt ° fhiS 
necessary to enter upon the work, Z t‘e° wll 

completed, 
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completed, we can have no access to the western part of this district by carriages. 
In the mean time, 1 have given some slight repair to the old county road. 



The Coast Road. 

In last Report I mentioned having concluded a new agreement for completing 
the passage over Banna Creek. A substantial outface has been laid in hewn stone, 
with four swing doors, and the closing of the old passage is far advanced; this has 
been a work of some difficulty, but will, I think, be successful. I have been called 
on by the Commissioners of Woods and Forests for a plan of the ground that will 
be retained by this embankment ; it turns out to be 90 acres. 

In the western part of the coast road, the arches of the bridge of Timbola are 
now closed, and the line from thence to Clifden has received an additional gravelling. 
Mr. Martin has completed the quay at Clonisle, and proposes building stores there 
at the outlet of Ballinahinch river, which will be a useful shipping place. 

At Roundstone some progress is made with a line to join the old coast road at 
Murvey, instead of a rocky bridle-way across Urrisbeg Mountain, which is quite 
impassable ; this will give a complete opening along that part of the coast towards 
Slynehead and Mannin Bay. 

Beyond Clifden, the improvement mentioned in my last is as yet in the same 
state. The new coast road beyond is kept in general repair. Nothing farther done 
about the road to Killeryhead. 

The improvement of Conamara continues ; a spirit seems to have been infused 
into the district likely to produce important results, if not untimely checked. The 
persons who have built at Clifden and Roundstone are, however, under great alarm 
from their claims to register as freeholders, having been lately refused on account of 
the estates being under mortgage or custodiam. Should this decision be confirmed, 
I fear it will have a most injurious effect on the improvement of the country, few 
estates, I fear, in Ireland, being free from such incumbrances. 



NORTH EAST DIVISION. 

Geeva and Mountallen Colliery Road. 

THE portion of the Arigna road which was unfinished last year, in consequence of 
some disputed claims which are now settled, has been completed and opened for 
public use, a considerable traffic is now carried on upon it, and it will speedily 
require repair, as well as that portion across the Brawlieve mountain from the coal 
country towards the county of Sligo. The improvement and repair of the old 
county road between these is much wanted. Cultivation is going on rapidly on this 
mountain. Several stone houses arc built near the summit, a valuable Hag-stone 
quarry at the north end is in full work, and the Arigna furnace being again in blast, 
gives extensive occupation in that district. 

Celtena’vina Colliery to Lougkgill. 

Four miles of the northern part of this line from Ballinamore bridge has been 
opened this season, and an extensive traffic already exists on it ; all the corn and 
butter from the neighbouring mountain district being carted that way to Sligo, and 
limestone brought up as back-carriage. The further progress of carts is prevented 
by the want of bridges over the ravines, but in the meantime cultivation and the 
reclaim of the moor goes on with rapidity. 

The county road in the valley has been open some years between Drumsua and 
Loughallen ; the portion on the Roscommon side is also nearly completed, but 
no steps having been taken towards erecting the bridge across the Shannon, I pro- 
pose this season to get some other competent person to undertake that work. 

Castlerea to Ballymoe. 

We continue to keep in repair this road, which is a great thoroughfare, and on 
the application of some respectable country gentlemen, I have prepared a plan to 
be laid before the grand jury of Galway at this assizes, for the general improvement 

mo. A 2 of 
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of the line from Ballymoe by Dunmore anil Tuam to Galway, with a view, in con- 
junction with the operations in other quarters, to open a great line of coach commu- 
nication across the kingdom from Galway to Belfast. 

It is unnecessary for me to repeat in this Report that there is an evident spirit of 
improvement and increased industry visible in all this district, mainly, but perhaps 
not altogether, arising from the expenditure of the public money, in opening new 
lines of communication, new markets, and providing, to a certain extent, a supply of 
circulating medium in the hands of the labouring population. Capital has 
appeared, and been invested in buildings, agriculture and trade, where none was 
supposed to exist, and although the individual portions may be. small, the aggregate 
amount is considerable. This fact is best seen in the increase of the revenue. The 
customs and excise of Galway have fully doubled since 1S22, and, exclusive of the 
improvement in Mayo, Sligo, &c. the surplus must have gone far to pay off all the 
sums Government have expended since that period in the province ; while the 
population are now enabled to pay the same rate of taxation per head as the rest of 
the kingdom. 

As another proof, I may observe, that the mercantile body of Galway have come 
forward, in consequence of the increase of their trade with a bill for improving their 
port, making docks, and a canal to Lough Corrib from the sea, to be repaid by 
dues which they consider will be quite adequate to the object. A few years ao-o 
such a proposal would have been looked at with despair, and I know that other 
places are equally intent on improvement. It is painful for me, however, to state 
that while Parliament grants such limited supplies for an object so evidently pro- 
fitable to the State, and that so great a part must be expended on the charges of 
administration and repair, the full accomplishment of these useful works seems 
likely to be delayed to a period which I cannot foresee. 

I annex the general Abstract and Expenditure for 1829. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s very obedient servant, ' 

ALEXANDER NIMMO. 
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Alexander Niramo, in account with the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, 
for the Year ending 5th January 1830. 

Dr. 



/ 

1829 : 




| £. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


January - 5th | 


To Balance of Account furnished 
year ending at date - 


- . . 


9,498 u - j 


June - 19th 
August - Qth 
December 8th 


To Cash from Treasury 
- - - - - ditto - - - 

Cr. 


4.999 !3 10 

4.999 13 10 
699 13 10 

£. 


10,699 1 6 
20,197 12 6 f 



r- : 


- 




1830: 




£. s. 




By Amount of Expenditure on the Public W orks in 






the Western District, per vouchers sent in to 






Account-office ------ 


12,466 - 8 f 




By Balance in outstanding accounts - - - 


7,73! 11 9 i 




£. 


20,197 12 6 i 



(signed) Alexander Nimmo. 

Irish Office, London , \ true copv \ C. W. Flint. 

26 March 1830. / 
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